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2021 ANNUAL ACADEMIC ASSESSMENT REPORT FORM  

(Due October 15 to the dean) 

 

The Faculty Senate Academic Assessment Committee (AAC) is committed to a vision of assessment that 

leads to continuous program improvements and benefits students. Annual assessment reporting informs 

decision making and resource allocation aimed at improving student learning and success. It also enables 

the AAC to analyze assessment across the institution and to respond to UA System, Board of Regents, 

legislative, and Northwest Commission on Colleges and Universities 

mailto:uaa.oaa@alaska.edu
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Submitted by: Benjamin Rush, Assistant Professor, blrush@alaska.edu 

 

Program(s) covered in this report: Outdoor Leadership AAS  

(Programs with suspended admissions and new programs in the first year of implementation are not 

required to complete this form.) 

If you selected “Other” above, please identify. (100 characters or less)       

 

College: Other 

 

Campuses where the program(s) is delivered: տAnchorage տKOD տKPC տMSC ☒PWSC 

 

Specialized accrediting agency (if applicable): Select Specialized Accrediting Agency or N/A.  

If explanation is necessary, such as only some of the certificates and degrees are covered by the 

specialized accreditation, briefly describe:       
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professionals from the field to help develop student work ethics. It has been very 

successful.   

Community Responsibility: Each student has to complete 10 hours of service toward any  

volunteer organization in Valdez.       

o Do you have an example that could be a model for the university of an intentionally 

designed course, assignment, or activity that showcases the student learning in this 

core competency? 
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classes. These 2 credit classes need to be taught to help students learn skills that they have already 

acquired. Currently, only one weekend is required for a one credit.  

 

PROGRAM IMPROVEMENTS AND ASSESSING IMPACT ON STUDENT LEARNING 

6. In the past academic year, how did your program use the results of previous assessment cycles to 

make changes intended to improve student achievement of the program student learning 

outcomes? Please check all that apply. 

☒Course curriculum changes  

☐Course prerequisite changes  

☒Changes in teaching methods  

տChanges in advising  

☒Degree requirement changes  

☐Degree course sequencing  

☒Course enrollment changes (e.g., course capacity, grading structure [pass/fail, A-F])  

տChanges in program policies/procedures  

տChanges to Program Student Learning Outcomes (PSLOs)  

տCollege-wide initiatives (e.g., High Impact Practices)  

☒Faculty, staff, student development  

☐Other  

☐No changes were implemented in AY21.  

If you checked “Other” above, please describe. (100 characters or less) 

 

 

7. Do you have any information about how well these or other past improvements are working? Are 

they achieving their intended goals? Please include any data or assessment results that help you 

demonstrate this. (750 characters or less) 

1. Course Curriculum changes.  We have added 5 new classes to our program.  Our classes are full 

and have a waiting list. 

2. Certifications.  We have Leave No Trace and Wilderness Education Association certifications for 

students.  These certifications provide standards for students developed by professional 

organizations.  The certifications provide specific training and sets the students up for a solid 

foundation in the beginning of their outdoor path.  

4. Degree Requirements. Students are required to have a capstone as part of their graduation 

requirements.  Students participated in their first capstone this year.  We only had 6 students 

because two had to drop out due to COVID.  We have 12 students enrolled for next spring 

semester.     
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STUDENT SUCCESS AND THE CLOSING OF EQUITY GAPS 

Programs are not required to respond to question #8 below for their 
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Metric Definition Rationale 

programs and services designed to 
mitigate gaps in achievement and 
equity. 

 

9. Do you have any examples of post-graduate success you want to highlight? For example, major 

scholarships, the percent of students who pass licensure examinations, the percent of students 

accepted to graduate programs, the percent in post-graduation employment in the field or a related 

field. (750 characters or less) 

This year we had our first student continue his path toward his bachelor's degree. He is now 

attending the University of Alaska at Juneau.  He graduated with his associates in 2021. He also was 

an intern at the Bureau of Land Management for 2 summers.     

 

 
 

DEAN SECTION (Due to the program on January 15) 

After completing the Dean Section and signing it, the dean should email this form to the program, and 

copy uaa_oaa@alaska.edu for posting. If the program is delivered on one or more community campus, 

the dean should consult with the appropriate community campus director(s) on the response and copy 

the appropriate community campus director(s) when emailing the response to the program. 

 

1. Based on the program’s responses above, what guidance and support do you have for the program 

moving forward? Is there a particular area the program should focus on? (750 characters or less) 

The program has done well in identifying specific opportunities for improvement in student learning, 

including potentially significant curriculum revisions. The inclusion of national certifications 

embedded in the program is a nice example of one change that can benefit student learning and 

provide an assessment tool for the program. Internships, service learning and community-based 

learning are all high impact teaching practices (HIPs). The program has identified expansion of these 

instructional strategies as an opportunity for improvement. The program is encouraged to identify 

specific strategies to assess the impact of expanding this element of the curriculum.    

 

2. Is there something the pr
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